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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


A group of businessmen and a clergyman in a N. Y. community 
formed a Religion in Everyday Life Chub (RIEL) which is a new venture in 
giving friendship, advice and financial aid to people who have been over- 
whelmed by tragedy or hard luck. The new group has saved a father from 


jail after he was accused of passing 
bad checks; helped others who 
found themselves in conflict with 
the law when they became desper- 
ate and bewildered by extraordin- 
ary bad luck; brought relief and 
guidance to those entrapped by per- 
sonal disaster. Police Justice H. T. 
Hornidge of Larchmont, N. Y., aft- 
er witnessing RIEL work in his 
court, commented, “This is a mir- 
acle. In my 11 years on the bench, 
I have never seen anything like it.” 

Other problems that RIEL tackles 
include advising widows on straight- 
ening out insurance tangles, getting 
hearing aids for the needy, hiring 
lawyers for those who need legal 
assistance but cannot afford it. Such 
aid is given privately and the bene- 
ficiary has full anonymity so that a 
crisis in a family can be faced with- 
out its being known even to the 
neighbors. 

The businessmen in this group, 
who work under the expert direc- 
tion of Rabbi L. S. Schofer, organ- 
ized RIEL as “an escape from sub- 
urban boredom.” One of the partici- 
pants said, “I perform this work for 
selfish reasons. I do it for the tre- 
mendous personal satisfaction it 
provides. After a game of golf I 
can only look so long at the score, 
but after helping others I can look 
at the results all year.” One of the 
group who recently lost his son in a 
car crash explained that this misfor- 
tune “made me take a fresh look at 
my life and the problems of others. 
I have found many who are in des- 
perate need of friendship. I have 
healed myself by helping to heal 
others.” 

The Larchmont Jewish Temple 
furnishes the funds for this group, 
beyond the amounts the individual 
members are able to provide. They 
describe the lasting friendships 
“deeper than anything we have ever 
known before” among the families 
and individuals who have been 
helped and whose gratitude is the 


best dividend they could receive. 
There is scarcely a community in 
America that does not have the need 
for a RIEL group. There is not a 
church in America that could not 
be thus carrying the witness of 
Christian truth into action. 


Work for the Retired 


Help in obtaining part-time work 
for retired employees is now being 
provided by an increasing number 
of industrial firms. For many years, 
in most industries, workers were 
dismissed — with or without pen- 
sions — when they reached the re- 
tirement age, although a large per- 
centage of these workers were still 
in good health and their skills un- 
impaired. When idleness is forced 
upon such persons, many financial, 
emotional and even physical diffi- 
culties soon appear. Industrial lead- 
ers have slowly been compelled to 
admit that a large percentage of 
these citizens could still be useful if 
they want to continue working; and 
that their continued employment 
would benefit industry. 

Personnel directors of many com- 
panies have been urging a review of 
the whole retirement picture, al- 
though most labor leaders have 
continued their opposition. Person- 
nel offices in numerous industries 
are now contacting retired em- 
ployees and working out plans with 
them for part-time jobs or work 
that does not require as much re- 
sponsibility or physical effort as 
their former employment. If a pen- 
sioner wishes to continue receiving 
his Social Security benefits, he can- 
not earn more than $1200. a year. 
But thousands would prefer to con- 
tinue working, and a way is being 
found for many to do so. This prac- 
tice will likely spread, for such cor- 
porations as General Electric, West- 
inghouse, Standard Oil (N. J.) and 
others are working on similar plans. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


NDIA AND TIBET: Forces that move more deeply and widely than 

anything that can be controlled by the political and military establish- 
ments on either side of the Iron Curtain have been let loose by Red China’s 
oppression of Tibet. Ironically, religion plays a far more important role in 
the life of Asia than in the average community of the “Christian” West. All 
the great areas of Asia that lie around India possess cultures in which re- 
ligion is all pervasive. 

THE BUDDHISM OF TIBET began in India, for Buddha was a 
Hindu prophet who lived five centuries before Jesus. Thus Hinduism and 
Buddhism have a close affiinity, an attachment that embraces Tibet, Bur- 
ma, Nepal, Thailand, Malaya, Laos, Cambodia, Japan, Korea. Despite 
the communal conflicts between Hindus and Moslems, the Hindu-Buddhist 
culture is interwoven with that of Islam, for there are about 100 million 
Moslems in India and Pakistan, with millions of other Moslems in South- 
east Asia — where Buddhism is also influential — and in the Mideast and 
Africa. 

THE PUREST FORM OF THEOCRACY has existed in Tibet for 
centuries, with nearly a fourth of the male population living the humble 
contemplative life of monks in Buddhist temples, their constant prayers 
and meditations — in the eyes of Asians — bringing much virtue and hap- 
piness to all mankind. Despite its retarded culture, the lofty kingdom of 
Tibet has been a revered symbol to hundreds of millions in Asia in ways 
difficult for the Western mind to grasp. 

THE COMMUNISTS REJECT ALL RELIGION as superstition. 
And indeed, Hinduism, Buddhism and Mohammedanism abound in super- 
stition. But under the layers of superstition are the roots of man’s universal 
faith, the conviction that he is more than an animal destined only for de- 
cay in desert or jungle soil, that he is part of the eternal and in essence 
shares the life of the stars. The dialectic materialism of Marxism, on the 
other hand, declares the state to be the only enduring value and reduces 
man to a faceless servitude of the state. The Peking Communists, conse- 
quently, could not let the ancient temples and the armies of praying mendi- 
cants stand in their way. 

BUT BY THIS BLOW against one of the great citadels of the 
Buddhist faith, they have brought the major issue involved in Communist 
expansion in Asia into focus in a manner which only God could have 
brought about. Countless millions in Asia, the Mideast and Africa, who 
had only dimly realized what the Communist conquest portends, now see 
the issue in stark reality. The people of China are not immune to this 
realization; in fact, those most familiar with the Chinese believe their re- 
vulsion will be as great as that of the free world when the news of Tibet 
seeps through, for the people of China still hold great reverence for 
Buddhist teachings. (This reaction is already being reflected in the Hong- 
kong press which mirrors the developments in Red China.) 

ON THE CONTINENT OF INDIA — the keystone in the arch 
of all Eurasia — revulsion over Red China’s oppression of Tibet is pro- 
found. The influence of the immortal Gandhi and his philosophy of non- 
violence still permeates India’s life. The violation of the spiritual treasures 
of the Tibetan people will black-out communism’s appeal to Hindus and 
Moslems for this generation at least. American headlines have reported the 
tragedy of Tibet mostly in terms of a surly “we told you so” hurled at 
Nehru, with implications that India will now be forced into a closer mili- 
tary alliance with the West. Such interpretations can only bring disappoint- 
ment to the West, for India and her neighbors will not be drawn to em- 
brace the militarized materialism of the West just because their sentiments 
have been outraged by the atheist materialism of the Communists. For one 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


thing, the U. S. is too closely tied to France in the subjugation of the North 
African peoples of Algeria, which, to much of the world, appears just as 
oppressive and cruel as Russia’s suppression of Hungary and Red China’s 
action in Tibet. (It is widely conceded that almost all the weapons used by 
the French in Algeria are provided gratis, in one way or another, by the 
U. S.) Instead of becoming more closely allied with the West. it is much 
more likely that India, Burma, Malaya, etc.. will form a third force, which 
would modulate the extremes on both sides of the Iron Curtain. This trend 
is already very real and extensive; in fact, it has been the cause of the 
weakness of the Southeast Asia U. S. Military Alliance (SEATO). These 
masses of the East will still be “on our side,” but not in the way which the 
militarized-political forces of Washington would dictate — but rather in 
deeper and wider dimensions that reveal the hand of God moving in history. 

THE BOLSHEVIKS IN RUSSIA announced their determination, 
40 years ago, to destroy religion. Not only has religion survived in Russia, 
but the Christian faith in particular grows daily in strength. The rebellion 
of Russian youth against the drab confines of Marxism and their return to 
religious concerns (evidenced by the increasing number who wish to be 
married in church and to have their babies baptized, in the face of party 
disapproval) speak of the future in thunderous and prophetic tones wherever 
the Communists seek to stamp out the spiritual life of mankind. (BTL 


carried full reports on the rebellion of youth and their turn toward religion in our issues of 
Sept. 15 and Oct. 1; See also the N. Y. Times, July 19, ‘58.) 


(continued ) 


HOPE OUT OF DISSENSION 


HERE are many protests in news and radio circles over the suppres- 
sion of the facts about the Berlin crisis. Apparently, the Pentagon- 
Administration policy has been to tell the public as little as possible so that, 
if compromises or diplomatic retreats are forced upon U. S. negotiators, 
such retreats will not have to be justified before the public and will not be- 
come issues over which Democrats can make war upon the Administration. 
The public has been told so little about the U. S. installation of atomic mis- 
siles in West Germany — which is one of the primary causes of the Berlin 
crisis — that, should the U. S. military be forced to curtail or cancel the 
West German missile program, there'll be littke commotion about it in 
this country. 

ESSENTIALLY here’s the Berlin situation: Contrary to official 
news releases and our usual military and political propaganda, there is no 
agreement among our allies over how to deal with the Berlin question, and 
no agreement was reached at the recent 10th annual NATO Conference in 
Washington. The dissension was so great that there was not even a full- 
dress discussion. (Washington Post, April 7.) The British delegation so re- 
sented the adamant attitude of many U. S. officials that both sides tried to 
win converts through private huddles. The British feeling is that even to 
accept the possibility of atomic war over West Berlin is sheer insanity; that, 
instead of going to the summit with banners announcing “we won’t give an 
inch,” we’d better be prepared to give several inches rather than court the 
destruction of all civilization. 

THIS NATO DISSENSION is augmented by the divisions among 
U. S. leadership. Not a few Congressmen and U. S. diplomats are in dis- 
agreement with the military extremists who dominate the Pentagon and 
who are hell-bent on making West Berlin a test case of the U. S. defense 
plan, pushing our steel pointed missile program into the Soviet ribs until 
they back up and give up all plans of Communist expansion . . . or fight — 
here and now. This U. S. military extremism is evidenced in the sudden 
U. S. air flights above 10,000 feet over the West Berlin corridor. During 
the past 13 years, U. S. planes have flown the corridor at under 10,000 
feet, since there are Soviet air bases all along the corridor which could be 
photographed by U. S. planes flying above 10,000 feet. U. S. military com- 
manders knew that the Soviet would not accept such flights, yet the high 
altitude flights were started in the midst of the West Berlin debate — 
alarming our allies and provoking desperate anger in Moscow and no little 
consternation among the more moderate U. S. military and political leaders. 

MUCH UNREST in Britain, France and Italy results from the 
drive to place U. S. atomic missiles in these countries —of which the 
American public hears little. The British, French and Italian political lead- 
ers are cooperative on the surface, but they face much objection at home 
over the installation of U. S. missiles — popular resentments which the 
Communists play upon but do not create. Then Gen. de Gaulle makes a 
shambles of NATO by demanding a major part in its decisions while carry- 
ing few NATO responsibilities and using NATO resources to fight the Al- 
gerians. The withdrawal of Adenauer from active political leadership in 
West Germany is due to his realization that compromises over West Berlin 
will be forced on him, for Adenauer and the Pentagon extremists have 

(cantinued first col., NEXT page) 


Communism Trips Itself 


The communalization of family 
life in Red China has made a pro- 
found impression upon the Indian 
people and is strongly influencing 
India away from communism. In- 
dian observers, recently returning 
from China, have reported at length 
on the nature of the new commun- 
alization — its sweeping destruction 
of family relationships, the intensive 
regimentation and dehumanization 
of life, religion and China’s historic 
culture. Indian educators and writ- 
ers report, “The Indian people are 
sentimentalists; our culture, litera- 
ture, art and religion deal with the 
mystical, poetic and ephemeral — 
all of which are being ruthlessly 
stamped out in Red China’s regi- 
mentation.” Hence, thoughtful In- 
dians are asking, “Does it have to 
be done that way? Can’t we do it 
our way and retain the treasures of 
the past?” 

Out of this closer view of Marx- 
ism emerges a new spirit of dedica- 
tion to the aim of re-making India 
through freedom. The Indian people 
are beginning to appreciate Amer- 
ica more, and there is a lessening of 
the formerly prevailing critical spirit 
against all things American. Public 
opinion is now swinging more to- 
wards the American system of 
achieving progress through individ- 
ual effort. The people look to the 
state for leadership but realize that 
individual freedom, the family cul- 
ture and the rich treasures of their 
past cannot be kept unless both the 
individual and the family meet their 
responsibilities. India is in desperate 
need of financial aid, aid that has 
been largely promised by the West- 
ern powers — but the Indian people 
recognize that they must work as 
they never have before, report 
Americans in India. The Indians 
are grateful for the assistance the 
Russians are giving them in building 
steel mills and dams, but wary of 
the difference in long-range mean- 
ings between Soviet aid and Amer- 
ican aid. 


Housing & Revolution 


Global housing shortages around 
the world are becoming more acute 
each year and threaten an explosive 
situation in many areas, report Point 
Four officials. The U. S. is cited as 
one of the few countries where the 
supply of new housing has more or 
less kept pace with population 
growth. Elsewhere, increasing popu- 
lation is fast outstripping the supply 
of living quarters. 

In Latin America, only one new 
house is being built each year for 
every 16 persons added to the popu- 
lation. The demand for new hous- 
ing in undeveloped areas has driven 
the price of land and buildings to 
disastrous heights, far out of reach 
of the average citizen. Land-cost per 


Housing (continued ) 


square foot is higher in Costa Rica 
than in the wealthy suburbs of New 
York or Washington. 

In Asia — India, Burma, Thai- 
land, the Philippines and other such 
areas — building materials are strict- 
ly for the “luxury market.” Private 
capital shows no interest in mass- 
built housing, which is the kind 
needed to meet the crisis. Only in 
India are earnest efforts being made 
to develop public housing to meet 
the emergency needs of the burst- 
ing population, and even here popu- 
lation grows faster than the building 
program. 

In many instances, both in Asia 
and Latin America, the better paid 
middle classes (government em- 
ployees and business people) get 
possession of the houses that are 
built by the state for the poor, at 
rents established for the poor, then 
sub-let these houses at many times 
the original rental; often the sub- 
tenants are foreigners who can af- 
ford the high rents. Thus the well- 
to-do get richer from public hous- 
ing programs, and the poor are left 
in the slums. 

Much unrest and political tur- 
moil, often labelled ‘“communistic,” 
arises out of the desperation and re- 
sentment among the masses of the 
people over these conditions in the 
non-Communist world. Again, un- 
disciplined selfishness in the free 
world prepares the way for a desper- 
ate humanity’s resort to tyranny to 
protect itself. 





Critics of public welfare often 
create the impression that most re- 
cipients of public relief are cheaters 
or crooks. New York City, with its 
huge relief budget of $116 million 
annually, has carried out a thor- 
ough research of their relief rolls to 
diselose fraud. Only 1.3 per cent of 
those who receive public assistance 
were found to be unworthy. The 
chiselers are easily detected when 
the authorities make a double check 
on their relief rolls, according to 
New York officials. Another small 
percentage would cover the cases 
of wilfull poverty and delinquency 
—such as the occasional Negro 
woman raising broods of illegiti- 
mate children on relief money. Even 
in such instances the need for as- 
sistance is real. in terms of the chil- 
dren, despite the delinquent stand- 
ards of the parents. But three per 
cent at the most, say social research- 
ers, would cover the chiselers. 





“The UN Is Your Business”: This 
is the title of a pamphlet which lists 
ways for a community to implement 
the work of the UN through vari- 
ous programs and activities. Avail- 
able from the U. S. Committee for 
the UN, 816 31st St., N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


stood tight together on the plan to rearm W. Germany, with atomic mis- 
siles added. Out of these crosscurrents of fanaticism. dissension and fear, 
a spirit of accommodation and compromise is brewing that, we believe, 
encourages the hope for a peaceful settlement over West Berlin. 


(continued) 


MR. KHRUSHCHEV AND THE SUMMIT 


MERICAN experts on Russia, together with Western diplomats sta- 

tioned in Moscow, are convinced that — aside from the atomic mis- 
sile problem — political tensions inside Russia are chiefly responsible for 
the creation of the Berlin crisis. Here are the points these observers 
underscore: 

e The Soviet domestic policy since Stalin’s death in 1953 has con- 
sistently emphasized one theme, a higher standard of living for the Rus- 
sian people and more consumer goods. The first post-Stalin Government, 
headed by Malenkov, emphasized these objectives and the succeeding 
Bulganin-Khrushchev regime likewise emphasized the same theme. Then, 
when Khrushchev gained personal control of party machinery, the em- 
phasis on “the good things of life” was even redoubled. With the prestige 
of the historic figure of Stalin removed, it has been clear that no Kremlin 
regime could feel secure without some degree of popular support. In the 
last few months Khrushchev has often stated with astonishing frankness, 
both publicly and in private conversations with Western diplomats, that 
international tension must be eased if the Soviet goals of better living are 
to be achieved. 

e Russia’s new seven-year economic program heightens this need 
for the relaxation of international tensions. The atomic arms race is even 
more costly for the Soviet, in terms of consumer goods, than it is for this 
country, with our much higher production. The new seven-year program 
which, Khrushchev has promised, will bring Russia an age of plenty, must 
succeed or his political survival will most certainly be threatened. 

e Khrushchev is the number one man in the Soviet Union — none 
doubt that. But he does not stand alone and all-powerful as did Stalin after 
1926. There are many strong men within the Communist party who hold 
views that differ sharply from Khrushchev’s, men with a considerable fol- 
lowing of their own who would seize any opportunity to displace him. 
How strong are these others? Less than two years ago they were sufficient- 
ly powerful to isolate Khrushchey within the Presidium with a four-to-one 
majority against him. Only by remarkable skill and daring did he succeed 
in defeating his opponents and banishing them from their positions of power. 

e Veteran Western observers in Moscow believe there are now 
two groups within the Kremlin which can be clearly identified and which, 
ironically, bear a striking resemblance to the political forces in the U. S. 
One group is described as the “progressives.” The other faction is labeled 
the “Stalinists” or “conservatives.” These are the terms used privately by 
the Kremlin personnel. Believe it or not, the leader of the progressive 
group is Khrushchev! The big wheel of the Stalinist-conservatives 1s Molo- 
tov, who maintains a powerful position in Kremlin affairs despite his ban- 
ishment as Ambassador to Mongolia. Khrushchev is identified as “pro- 
gressive” because of his insistence on relaxing tensions abroad and center- 
ing Soviet achievement on “the good life for the people.” 

KHRUSHCHEV has now been compelled to stake his political fu- 


ture on bringing about a relaxation of international tension soon so that a 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 


Do Lies Strengthen Capitalism ? 


The Great Tennessee Valley Authority, with its extensive water 
power complexes, can invariably convert its enemies if and when they be- 
come acquainted with the project’s accomplishments. There were protests 
when Eisenhower appointed Gen. H. D. Vogel as the TVA Board Chair- 


man, since Vogel was known to 
favor private power development 
and to be antagonistic to Govern- 
ment power projects. Likewise the 
appointment of A. R. Jones was pro- 
tested, for Jones had been associat- 
ed as an executive with private 
power corporations. 

But after a few years of service to 
TVA, both of these officials have 
become courageous defenders of 
TVA. When the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce sent out literature at- 
tacking TVA as “socialistic” and 
charging that it was supported by 
taxes, Gen. Vogel and Mr. Jones 
charged the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce with falsifying and deliber- 
ately distorting the facts about 
TVA. The TVA answer to the C. of 
C. attacks stated: “TVA is not 
subsidized by tax money. TVA’s 
power revenues have covered all 
the costs and expenses of TVA 
from the beginning, including de- 
preciation, state and local taxes, and 
has provided a return of four per 


cent on investment in power facili- 
ties. The number of electricity con- 
sumers has increased from 275,000 
to 1,500,000. Electrified farms have 
increased from three per cent to 
over 95 per cent throughout the 
four state area. Industrial use of 
electricity has grown from one bil- 
lion kwts to 18 billion kwts per year. 
Cheap and abundant power has 
helped all the American people by 
driving down the rates charged by 
the private power companies.” The 
TVA Board, headed by Gen. Vogel 
and assisted by Mr. Jones, contin- 
ued, “The TVA system pays just as 
much state and local taxes as the 
average private utility company and 
has paid into the U. S. Treasury 
more revenue than a private con- 
cern with the same net earnings. 
The Chamber of Commerce reports 
attempt to distort and cover up all 
these facts by calculations based on 
obscure sources and by hypothetical 
comparisons with unidentified utili- 
ties.” 


Does Gambling Solve Revenue Problems? 
Many communities across America, hard pressed for a new source 


of taxes, have been considering legalized gambling as a method of raising 
new funds. There has even been some talk of a national lottery to raise 
Federal funds. The gambling syndicates, with immense resources at their 


command, are pressing the issue in many state legislatures. 


A nationwide warning has been 
issued, however, by Florida’s Gover- 
nor LeRoy Collins. “It is an illusion 
that a tax on gambling offers a solu- 
tion to the tax squeeze,” he testifies. 

Gov. Collins describes Florida’s 
two year experiment with legalized 
gambling: “Gambling, legal or il- 
legal, spreads poison through the 
community . .. it is insidious. It 
kills more business than it generates. 
It encourages public corruption, un- 
dermines the faith of citizens in their 
officials. It increases juvenile de- 
linquency enormously and it saps 
the moral strength and character of 
the people . . . The additional costs 
in law enforcement and crime eat 
up many times over the revenue 
from gambling.” 

About Florida’s recent attempts 
to establish legalized gambling ca- 
sinos, Gov. Collins comments, “Last 
year we were offered $750,000 a 
year in license fees for each casino! 
Gambling interests were ready to 
spend $2 million on each of the first 
of four casinos to be established in 
the vicinity of Miami. But the peo- 
ple of Miami and the leaders of 
Dade County weighed and meas- 
ured what this apparent bonanza 
would mean in the long run — even 
financially. When they considered 


the cost of increased crime and de- 
linquency as the state became the 
mecca of hordes of gamblers and 
their retinues— narcotic peddlers 
and addicts, prostitution, blackmail 
and all the other crime that centers 
around gambling — it soon became 
clear that the state would lose in- 
stead of gain.” (Gov. Collins’ warn- 
ing appeared in Parade Magazine, 
Mar. 1.) Florida does permit 
some carefully supervised pari-mu- 
tuel betting on horse races, dog rac- 
ing, etc. But these are regulated and 
policed in ways that would not be 
possible in the casinos with their as- 
sociated activities. Even so, the Gov- 
ernor states that any close examin- 
ation of the limited, closely policed 
gambling now permitted in Florida 
would raise many doubts as to 
whether it pays. 

In a New Hampshire community, 
where a hundred local citizens are 
employed by a pari-mutuel track 
operating 54 days a season, the 
Christian Science Monitor reports 
that the state received a revenue 
of $217.057 from this track be- 
tween 1949 and 1953. In this same 
period, the state paid out $434,016. 
in unemployment insurance to these 
race track employees when _ the 
track was idle. 








Big Steel, Big Labor - And The Consumer 


The public will be subjected to much propaganda from both busi- 
ness and labor sources during these next few weeks over the steel wage and 
price issue — whether the steel workers strike or not. We have given our 
readers a forecast of this struggle on several occasions during past months 
and little has changed concerning the issues involved that we have not 


previously covered. 

To recap: Everything the steel 
management about the steel 
workers’ being the highest paid 
workers in industry is true: every- 
thing the union leaders say about 
the steel industry's being able to pay 
higher wages is also true. The trou- 
ble is that no one speaks for the 
consumer: both steel management 
and the labor leaders have hired 
skilled voices to speak for them in 
the name of “the consuming pub- 
lic,” but this is still propaganda no 
matter how heavily it’s buttered. 

The only place to get the facts is 
from the painstaking Senate investi- 
gation which has the recommenda- 
tion of having been condemned by 
both big business management and 
the labor leaders. Sen. Kefauver, 
chairman of the committee, has 
bravely sacrificed his hopes of higher 
political horizons by antagonizing 
both sides. And the press and radio, 
which are especially sympathetic to 
the industrial viewpoint, have never 
adequately reported the remarkable 
service Sen. Kefauver has rendered 
the consuming public. The facts 
are that steel management and the 
steel union have neatly connived to 
prosper mightily at the expense of 
everybody else. Steel has earned the 
greatest profits in its history. The 
Senate findings show that the profit 
on steel per ton has jumped from 
$6.80 in 1952 to $17.91 in 1957 — 
a boost of 250 per cent. The Sen- 
ate investigations revealed: that each 
price boost was excused as neces- 
sary to meet higher wages; that each 
increase was nearly double the 
amount required actually to meet 
each wage boost. The pattern defin- 
itely suggests “a deal” between big 
business and big labor. Other in- 
dustries that buy steel have protest- 
ed; the other unions have protested; 
Government spokesmen have pro- 
tested. But their voices have been 
smothered by deliberate evasion or 
by deliberate suppression in most 
news channels. (Your public library 
should have the Senate Report on the hear- 
ings of Kefauver’s sub-committee on Anti- 


trust and Monopoly which dealt with steel. 
It is No. 1387, 85th Congress.) 


Because the steel companies are 
now at the peak of the highest prof- 
its on record, and are passing out 
big blocks of stock to their execu- 
tives as extra bonuses to avoid 
taxes, steel union leaders correctly 
insist that the workers could get a 
larger wage without the need of a 
price boost. One of the largest steel 
users, the American Can Co., has 
run full page ads in metropolitan 
dailies announcing price cuts — 
based on current steel prices — on 


says 


cans supplied to fruit and vegetable 
packing corporations; they insist 
that these savings be passed on to 
the consumer with a clear hint, 
amounting to a demand, that the 
giant steel companies do the same. 
Will they? 

Unless the steel corporations face 
this issue honestly and announce 
lower steel prices, they are in no 
position to oppose wage boosts. If 
they grant a wage boost to avoid a 
strike and raise steel prices, the re- 
verberations throughout all industry 
will be vigorous, for another big 
jump in the inflation will be certain. 
If steel prices are lowered. then 
wages can be held down, car prices 
lowered along with the prices on 
many other products: the result, a 
more stable footing for our entire 
economy. 


U.S. at Moseow Fair 


The next great World’s Fair will 
be in Moscow this coming sum- 
mer. The U. S. is building a large 
exhibition hall to house displays of 
American science, culture and tech- 
nology. Soviet officials are proving 
to be very cooperative. The Soviet 
Government has promised to buy 
the U. S. building for permanent 
exhibition purposes when the Amer- 
icans are through with it. 

The U. S. exhibits will present 
American standards of living and 
our technical achievements in a 
vivid but factual way. There was 
considerable opposition to the U. S. 
participation in the Moscow Fair, 
and, as a consequence of this op- 
position, relatively little about it has 
appeared in our press. Nonethe- 
less, there is hope that private enter- 
prise will contribute many exhibits 
that will stimulate Russian interest 
in non-strategic U. S. goods. For 
the opposition to Russian trade has 
not come from U. S. businessmen 
who welcomed Mikoyan’s over- 
tures earlier this year, but from 
political and military hot-heads who 
were Outraged by the friendly at- 
mosphere that Mikoyan’s visit cre- 
ated in U. S. business circles. 

At any rate it is certain that this 
glimpse of the American way of 
life will have a profound influence 
on the millions of Russians who 
visit the Fair, creating still greater 
pressure on the Kremlin for the 
production of consumer goods to 
improve living standards in the So- 
viet. And the greater the pressure 
on consumer goods, the less energy 
will the Kremlin dare to devote to 
party activities at home and abroad. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


far greater proportion of Russia’s productive strength can be returned to 
consumer goods in the immediate months ahead. Top ranking Western ob- 
servers are convinced of this. The “conservatives.” or Stalinists, are vigor- 
ously campaigning against Khrushchev’s policies. The Stalinists charge 
that the only good thing the progressives have done has been to stamp out 
rebellion in Hungary, that the same treatment should be given to Tito’s 
Yugoslavia. The Stalinists argue that the West only understands superior 
force. As Harrison Salisbury. long time N. Y. Times bureau chief in Mos- 
cow, puts it, “In essence, the foreign policy of the Kremlin is a reproduc- 
tion of the foreign policy split within a Western camp. The Stalinist-con- 
servatives preach that there is no use wasting time and effort on talks with 
the West, that the main job of the party is to extend the Marxist revolu- 
tion on a world scale as swiftly as possible, that Russia’s greatest security 
lies in this effort. The Stalinists assert, ‘We'd better tighten our belts, pile 
up the nuclear weapons and the intercontinental ballistic missiles and get 
ready for a big war. A position of strength is the only factor that counts, 
especially when you are dealing with the Americans.’ ” 

THESE ARE THE REAL REASONS for Khrushchev’s desire for 
a face-to-face talk at the highest level. He must negotiate a package settle- 
ment of his own which will ease international tensions, one he can present 
to his colleagues in Moscow as a fait accompli and to the Russian people 
as a proof of his leadership and as a justification of his all-out attempt to 
spur Russia’s economic progress, even at the cost of further revolutionary 
expansion. If he can secure such agreements he will have enhanced his 
position inside and outside the Kremlin. If he deals only through a confer- 
ence of foreign ministers — the level at which Eisenhower insists the ne- 
gotiations must be conducted — the reports which the Kremlin’s second- 
string officials turn in would provide the opportunity for endless haggling 
within the opposing Kremlin party groups. But if Khrushchev himself, 
through a summit conference, can secure a package deal which is his own 
achievement and which provides valid reasons for relaxation of Russia’s 
costly and intensive military preparation, he will indeed be the master of 
his world, the object of much admiration and cheer within the Soviet. 

TOP EXPERTS WARN, therefore, that it is greatly to the interest 
of the West that Khrushchev succeeds, that instead of sabotaging every ef- 
fort he makes towards a reapproachment — which has been the chief 
characteristic of Washington policy —the West should deal with him 
frankly and earnestly. For if Khrushchev fails and the pro-Stalin tradition- 
alists take over, we risk the peril of a return to a harsh era like Stalin’s, 
backed this time by an intransigent and powerful Communist China, and 
a notable nuclear arsenal. (We have gathered these views from a variety of 
the most authoritative sources — among them the Russian specialists at 
Princeton’s Institute for Advanced Study; the N. Y. Times, April 2. 3; 
Manchester Guardian, Mar. 26, etc.) 


(continued ) 


NUCLEAR SQUANDERING 


HEN critics of military extremism have charged that billions are 

being wasted on nuclear weapons, their voices have quickly been 
silenced by official denials. But now two of the highest ranking U.S. mili- 
tary men, Gen. Maxwell Taylor, Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, and 
Adm. Arleigh Burke. Chief of Operations, U.S. Navy, with access to 
classified information, have charged that the U.S. has far too many nu- 
clear weapons, with a stock pile sufficient to destroy the Soviet Union 
“several times over.” Said Gen. Taylor, “When I add together all those 
vehicles capable of delivering the atomic attack, in my judgment the ag- 
gregate is excessive of requirements.” Adm. Burke said, “I think we do 
have too much retaliatory power; I think we should put more money into 
limited (war) capability.” Yet a few days later, Gen. T. S. Tower, Com- 
mander of the Strategic Air Command, demanded more atomic missiles 
and new bombers for SAC! Gen. Tower warned that “unless we build a 
larger supply of missiles and bombers, the U.S. will lag behind Russia in 
its deterrent might.” 

NO WONDER Washington newspapers recently poked fun at the 
Generals and Admirals who had rallied in support of the President’s bal- 
ance-the-budget theme, testifying that the U.S. is adequately prepared in 
all ways to meet any Russian threat. For soon afterwards the same high 
brass appeared before committees in Congress with warnings that unless 
their particular branch of service got fresh billions to spend, the nation 
would stand stripped and helpless before a Russian assault! 


Speaking Truth with Power: Many readers send gift subscriptions of Between The Lines 
to their pastors, their local school adminisirators and editors, to their Congressmen — to 
libraries and to the history and political science departments of their colleges. For each 
ten subscriptions, you receive an extra subscription without cost, or a year’s extension 
of your own subscription. 











